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Established in Guangzhou, Guangdong province in 1990, Huiling has 11 independent associations in China, and only our branches in Beijing and the Wanzhou district of Chongqing have yet to acquire legal status as a charity. The Beijing office has applied to the local authority almost eighty times, but has never been accepted. That means that we are neither exempt from taxes nor eligible for inclusion in the government's outsourcing programme. I suppose it is partly because we have publicly criticized the unprofessionalism of the local government's work for people with disabilities.
Meng local governance and political reform, 4 as well as donor-recipient relations in international cooperation and development.
5 At the forefront of all discussions about civil society in China is the key question about Chinese party-state heteronomy and the degree of autonomy of Chinese CSOs.
Notably missing from academic discourses about civil society are discussions about the contribution of Chinese disability groups as social
A. Fulda (ed.), Civil Society Contributions to Policy Innovation in the PR China
innovators. This comes as a surprise since some of the earliest CSOs in China to emerge were disability groups such as Huiling, which social activist Meng Weina established in Guangzhou in 1990 to serve cognitively challenged children, or Beijing-based self-help group Stars and Rain, which Tian Huiping, the mother of an autistic child, established in 1993. We aim to address this gap in the literature and describe how disability groups are emerging to be at the forefront of social innovation and organizational change by turning towards the Anglo-American social enterprise (SE) model. In this chapter, we aim to address the following three research questions: how do Chinese social activists understand the concept and practice of social entrepreneurship? Based on examples from the disability sector, what factors support and constrain the development of Chinese SEs? What lessons have SEs learnt in the field of disability that are relevant to funding agencies and capacity-building organizations interested in creating an enabling environment for Chinese SEs?
The phenomenon of disability in China has long been seen through the prism of numbers and statistics. A case in point is the first two national sample surveys on disability conducted in China in 1987 and 2006 respectively. The 2006 survey showed that 6.34 per cent of the population, an estimated 82.96 million people, were categorized as disabled.
6 Equalling the size of the entire population of Germany, the official report outlined that in China there were 12.33 million people with visual disabilities, 20.04 million with hearing disability, 1.27 million with speech disabilities, 24.12 million with physical disability, 5.54 million with mental retardation [sic], 6.14 million with mental disability, and 13.52 million people with multiple disabilities.
7 On the national and local level, the China Disabled Person's Federation (CDPF), a government-organized NGO (GONGO), has been given the mandate to serve people with disabilities.
8 It is best known for its prominent former chairman Deng Pufang, the disabled son of Deng Xiaoping who became a paraplegic trying to escape persecution from Red Guards by jumping out of the window from the fourth floor of a building. China's economic growth and social transition since the end of the Cultural Revolution in 1978 and the development of an organized society in the wake of the 1995 women's conference in Beijing 10 has facilitated the growth of grassroots disability groups in China. More widely known disability groups in China include the aforementioned Huiling and Beijing Stars and Rain. In the late 1990s, a second generation of disability organizations emerged, many of which were led by parents of disabled children or disabled people themselves.
11 They include Beijing Hongdandan Education and Culture Exchange Center, Nanjing Bo'ai Service Center, the
